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REGULAR MEETING 
October 11, 2017 

 

ACKLEY CITY COUNCIL met in regular session, October 11, 2017, in the City Hall Council 

Chambers with Mayor Erik Graham presiding.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Council members present:  Joe Wessels, Dale Brass, Robert Harms, Sue Ibeling, and Al Jones.  

Absent:  None.  Quorum present. 

Harms moved, Jones seconded, to approve the October 11, 2017 Agenda as listed.  Ayes-All.  

Motion carried. 

Ibeling moved, Brass seconded, to approve the Consent Agenda by one motion:  a) September 

20, 2017 Regular Mtg Minutes as written b) Bills approval authorizing payment of bills and 

transfers as listed c) Place Reports on file:  September 2017 Clerk Bank Reconciliation/Treasurer 

Report; September 2017 Clerk Budget Reports; September 2017 Deputy Clerk Utility Billing 

Reconciliation; September 2017 Ambulance Monthly Report; 3rd Quarter 2017 Prairie Bridges 

Financial Reports.  Ayes-All.  Motion carried. 

No bids were received on the real estate known as 702 State Street, Ackley, Iowa so the public 

hearing on the disposal of such property was not held and Resolution No. 17-56 Authorizing 

Disposal of Property was not voted on.  Ibeling moved, Harms seconded, for the Building and 

Parks Committee to get bids on the removal of asbestos and the disposal of property at 702 

State Street and for the Council to discuss at the November meeting.  Ayes-All.  Motion carried. 

Brass moved, Jones seconded, to adopt Resolution No. 17-61 Accepting Feuerbach’s First 

Subdivision.  Roll call vote:  Ayes-All.  Motion carried. 

Michael Hart, Northland Securities, gave a presentation to the Council on Financing for the 

Sewer Improvements.  The estimated project cost is $2,000,000 for Phase I and $4,000,000 for 

Phase II.  He presented options on the types of financing available along with ways to pay back 

the funds.  He suggested the best option for financing was a loan with the Iowa Finance 

Authority’s SRF Loan Program.  This would be a 2% loan over 20 years.  A sewer rate increase 

was suggested as the best option for paying the funds back.  The alternative would be an 

increase in property taxes.  If the Council proceeds with the sewer increase they will now need 

to decide exactly how and when the increase will take place.  The sooner the increase is 

implemented the more money will be built up and the less will need to be borrowed for phase 

II of the project.  Hart acknowledged to the Council that this was a tough topic to deal with, but 

assured them that many other cities are facing the same choices.  Hart will continue working 

with City staff to provide more information to the Council on sewer rate increase options to 

help the Council make their decisions. 

Ibeling moved, Wessels seconded, to adopt Resolution No. 17-53 Establishing the Rules and 

Regulations on the Use of the City Facilities.  Roll call vote:  Ayes-All.  Motion carried.  Changes 
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made to the resolution after September’s meeting include reducing the age requirement of 

senior groups to 55 and allowing long term check out of keys at the discretion of the Council. 

Jones moved, Harms seconded, to adopt Resolution No. 17-57 Allowing Residents to 

Temporarily Inactivate Garbage Service.  Roll call vote:  Ayes-All.  Motion carried.  This 

resolution allows any resident who will be away from their property for two or more 

consecutive utility billing cycle periods, or any owner of property that will be vacant for two or 

more consecutive utility billing cycle periods, to request their garbage service be temporarily 

stopped and the service not billed.  The resident or property owner must complete a form at 

City Hall making this request prior to the inactivation period.  This resolution applies to garbage 

fees only and does not include landfill fees. 

Ibeling moved, Harms seconded, to adopt Resolution No. 17-58 Amending the Employee 

Handbook Regarding Sick Time.  Roll call vote:  Ayes-All.  Motion carried.   

Ibeling moved, Jones seconded, to adopt Resolution No. 17-59 Amending the Employee 

Handbook Regarding Personal Time.  Roll call vote:  Ayes-All.  Motion carried. 

These two resolutions regarding amending the employee handbook allow employees to take 

sick time and personal time in one hour increments rather than a minimum of one half day.   

Harms moved, Brass seconded, to adopt Resolution No. 17-60 Declaring Support and Intent of 

the Placement of Historic Route 20 Signage on the Town/City/County/State Maintained Road.  

Roll call vote:  Ayes-All.  Motion carried.  This resolution meets the requirement set by the Iowa 

DOT so that the City can place Historic Route 20 markers on the public state highway.  

Harms moved, Brass seconded, to set a Public Hearing for the first reading of Proposed 

Ordinance No. 500 Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Ackley, Iowa by Amending 

Section 135.10 Further Defining Maintenance of Parking or Terrace and 135.11 to Further 

Define Responsibility for Failure to Maintain Parking or Terrace for November 8, 2017 at 7:00 

p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers.  Ayes-All.  Motion carried.  This ordinance addresses 

what property owners are and are not allowed to place in the right of way between the street 

and the sidewalk and states that the City is not responsible for any damage to improper 

improvements placed in the right of way. 

Lee Gallentine, CGA, requested direction from the Council regarding the library sidewalk 

project.  McDowell & Sons had presented a change order due to the standing water in the 

amount of $4,200 to remove and replace the soil.  Council requested that King’s Construction, 

who the City contracted to do this project, attempt to pump out the water first and see what 

the soil is like, and if it will dry out enough over the next week to proceed with the project 

before they commit to spending any more money.  Clerk Kelly DeBerg than addressed the 

Council with a request from the Cougar’s Den Advisory Board to include a section of their 

sidewalk, next to what is currently being replaced, in the project.  The Board is making this 

request since that section will need to be replaced so that the daycare facility’s handicap ramp 
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is more usable.  Gallentine will find out the cost and the Streets Committee will make the 

decision.  Gallentine informed the Council that the SRF loan applications for the Sanitary Sewer 

Continuing Improvement Plan have been submitted and are on track to be approved in the 4th 

quarter.   

Ryan Fischer, CGA, informed the Council that the South Butler Street Project is finished except 

for the guardrail.  He stated that per the DOT the City can use the non-standard guardrail that 

was in the contract, but then the federal funding may be in jeopardy.  Fischer was working with 

the DOT to get a definite decision on how it would affect the funding.  Fischer explained that 

while the DOT approved the original contract, with the non-standard guardrail in it, they do not 

go over it in detail.  The contractor bid the project with the non-standard guardrail, and then 

after getting the bid pointed out that it was sub-standard.  The Council does not feel it is 

necessary to spend an additional $6,680 for something that was never even there before.  The 

Council agreed to wait and see what the DOT says, and if federal funding will be affected, they 

directed the Streets Committee to approve the change order.   

Dustin Ingram, Economic Development Director, reviewed the Director’s Report with the 

Council explaining the various items he is working on.  He also gave a brief explanation of the 

Strategic Plan that the ADC members recently voted to adopt.  It is a five year plan for 

economic development with five different components.  While it is not required, the ADC 

would like the Council to review the plan and adopt it as well.  Harms commended Ingram on 

his work since he has taken over his position. 

DeBerg informed the Council that the City had received a grant reimbursement on the RISE 

Street Project in the amount of $206,194.67.  The City had also just received a payment request 

of $289,397.51 for the South Butler Street Project.  DeBerg stated that at this time the bank 

cash balance should be adequate to cover expenses without having to use any of the City’s 

other cash options.  

Wessels shared with the Council that an asbestos inspection has been completed on the 

elevator at a cost of $600.  Some asbestos was found.  Wessels is now working on getting three 

bids to remove the asbestos.  It is estimated that the removal will cost $1,000-$1,500.  The City 

will need an asbestos report to get the permit from the State to burn the elevator. 

Council discussed the recent removal of the sidewalk at Jim Cockerham’s rental property.  

Cockerham was given thirty days to replace his sidewalk per the Code of Ordinances.  While this 

ordinance hadn’t always been enforced in the past, in November 2016 the current Council 

voted to begin enforcing it with an effective date of January 1, 2016, when this council took 

office.  Cockerham requested he have until next spring to replace the sidewalk.  Wessels 

pointed out that the sidewalk goes nowhere.  Ibeling stated that they could not back down and 

could not allow any exceptions otherwise the ordinance book was not good for anything.  Brass 

agreed and commented that this was an ongoing problem and the Council had established a 

date to begin enforcing this particular ordinance.  Brass moved, Ibeling seconded, to require 
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Cockerham to replace his sidewalk per the ordinance.  Since his thirty days was up on Monday 

and he was waiting to hear the Council’s decision, he will be notified that he has one week to 

replace the sidewalk or the City will hire someone and bill him.  Ayes-All.  Motion carried. 

Council then discussed the garbage billing for apartment complexes.  Deputy Clerk Malena 

Dennis has been auditing the utility accounts and had discovered that some apartment 

complexes were not getting billed according to the ordinance as residential properties.  Dennis 

had informed these property owners of the billing change.  Nick Graham had requested this be 

reviewed as he felt his rental property was commercial and that he should not be billed for 

garbage by the City.  Dennis and Gallentine explained that how property is assessed for tax 

purposes does not mean that is how it is zoned.  His rental property is zoned residential and the 

ordinance states that the City shall provide by contract for the collection of solid waste from 

residential premises and that each residential premise and each dwelling unit of a multiple-

family dwelling are to be billed collection fees.  Mayor Graham stated that the option was to 

change the ordinance or leave it as it is.  Other rental properties have been getting billed 

correctly in the past and they are all getting billed correctly per the ordinance now.  Ibeling 

suggested they leave the ordinance as is.  Harms said they need to follow the ordinance.  Brass 

and Jones agreed.    

Discussion was then held on the “noon” whistle which is no longer working properly.  The City 

has received a proposal of $19,000 to replace it with a new warning siren that would include 

the whistle feature.  A citizen had volunteered to fix the current whistle at no labor cost.  

However, the issue seems to be that the parts are hard to get because the sirens were bought 

used 50 years ago.  The timer has been replaced with a new one, but it doesn’t always work 

with the rest of the old system.  Mayor Graham had taken an informal social media survey and 

stated that the results were about 50/50 with the options of remove or replace.  Council 

decided to get a cost estimate from the citizen to fix the whistle.  Harms stated that it may have 

to wait until next budget year.         

In regards to an update on the City Hall improvement, Wessels stated that he had nothing 

further on the heating and cooling, and Mayor Graham commented there was nothing new on 

the sidewalk.  Other old business included the review of Ordinance No. 488 Amending Section 

90.10, Pertaining to Installation of Water Service Pipe.  Brass and Jones agreed that if plastic is 

just as good as copper and is traceable, then the City should not force a property owner to pay 

five times more by requiring they use copper to repair or replace their water line.  Wessels 

explained that there are different grades and prices of plastic and copper.  Mayor Graham 

recommended that the Water/Sanitation Committee get pricing for comparison and discuss 

again at a future meeting.   

DeBerg gave updates on other old business.  The Planning and Zoning Commission has 

reviewed and approved the Industrial Park Final Plat.  Attorney Mike Smith is drafting the 

resolution for the Council to approve.  The City needs to decide what to do with the lot that was 

donated to the City by Habitat for Humanity.  Smith informed DeBerg that the City could only 



2383 
 

gift property to other governmental entities and that it should be put up for bid.  However, 

Smith stated that is was permissible for the City to discuss the plan to put it up for bid with the 

neighboring property owner in advance.  Wessels will speak with the property owner.         

Public Comments:  Judy Crawford asked why the length of the whistle was shortened and what 

the cost was for the new timer.  Chief Brian Shimon responded informing her that with the 

previous timer the whistle blew eight to ten seconds.  They original set the new timer for 

fifteen seconds, but have shorted it to seven seconds.  Shimon stated he believed the new 

timer cost around $600.   

With no further discussion, Harms moved, Ibeling seconded, to adjourn at 9:48 p.m.  Ayes-All.  

Motion carried. 

KEN'S REPAIR MOWER BLADES/SPINDLE ASSY/BULB 
           
211.60  

THE COUGAR'S DEN 28E AGREEMENT FOR UTILITIES 8,000.00  

MCDOWELL & SONS INC. GARBAGE SERVICES 10,067.65  

RYKEN ENGINEERING AND LAN ENGINEERING SERVICES 9,502.50  

AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL CYLINDER RENTAL 172.35  

ACKLEY SUPER FOODS BATTERIES/TOWELS/ARMORALL/MISC 73.27  

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY COMPAN ELECTRIC BILL 3,995.16  

IPERS IPERS 6,096.48  

AGSOURCE COOPERATIVE SERV ROUTE CHARGE/POOL LAB FEES 25.50  

P.C.C. AMBULANCE BILLING FEES 761.53  

OTTER CREEK FARMS INC. AIRPORT LEASE 750.00  

POSTMASTER UTILITY BILL POSTAGE 230.00  

IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMEN 3RD QTR 2017 UNEMPLOYMENT 222.61  

NUCARA PHARMACY EPI PENS/ASPIRIN 553.33  

ABBAS, SUE MILEAGE TO PLM II CLASS/BOOKS 123.07  

ZOLL MEDICAL CORPORATION MONITOR REPAIR 393.42  

PEOPLESERVICE INC. WATER/WASTEWATER SERVICE 15,625.00  

IMFOA 2017 FALL CONFERENCE - DEBERG 125.00  

SHIELD PEST CONTROL MONTHLY SERVICES 50.00  

CHICAGO CENTRAL & PACIFIC DEPOT & ST DEPT LAND RENT 18.00  

INNOVATIVE AG SERVICES CO GAS/DIESEL 1,544.63  

BOOK LOOK CH FIC BOOKS 193.88  

WAL-MART COMMUNITY DVD'S/OFFICE SUPPLIES 20.92  

KARR LLC DBA MONKEYTOWN INK & TONER 91.10  

ACKLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY POSTAGE 45.00  

TIMES-CITIZEN CO. PUBLIC HEARING/PUBLIC NOTICE 18.40  

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RES ANNUAL WATER USE FEE 2018 134.00  

CRAIG & SMITH LEGAL FEES 1,212.75  

SIRCHIE GLOVES/TEST KITS/SHIPPING 135.88  

AMAZON BOOKS 407.52  
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HARDIN COUNTY OFFICE SUPP POCKET FILES 90.98  

GREEN BELT BANK AND TRUST COPIER LOAN #15387 80.48  

STAREK, RETHA MILEAGE LIBRARY MEETINGS/DVD'S 169.43  

AMERICAN LEGION EMBLEM SA FLAGS/SHIPPING 176.60  

HEART OF IOWA 847-2222 COMMUNICATIONS 77.54  

TRIPLE T SPECIALITY MEATS HARDIN COUNTY EMS COUNCIL MTG 64.84  

FEDERAL W/H FED/FICA TAX 3,526.32  

AFLAC AFLAC PRETAX 140.76  

RELIASTAR LIFE INS CO LIFE INSURANCE 180.23  

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE HEALTH PL HEALTH INSURANCE 3,262.84  

STATE WITHHOLDING STATE TAXES 1,833.00  

USDA RF MONTHLY PAYMENT 1,151.00  

VERIZON CELL/PHONES/FAX/INTERNET/CARS 954.85  

CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING SOAP/RECYCLING BAGS/WBASKETS 128.30  

TASER INTERNATIONAL TASER CONTRACT YR 2 1,056.00  

IOWA DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFE ON-LINE WARRANTS AND ARTICLES 300.00  

ACCESS SYSTEMS LEASING COPIER LEASE & MAINT PAYMENT 244.27  

LEXER 28E WITH ELDORA 1,200.00  

CGA 2017 SOUTH BUTLER ST PROJECT 6,784.86  

DEPOSIT REFUNDS REFUND DATE 09/25/2017 252.78  

DEPOSIT REFUNDS REFUND DATE 10/05/2017 142.18  

PAYROLL CHECKS TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS 11,119.71  

  CLAIMS TOTAL 93,737.52  

   

 

EXPENSES BY FUND 
   GENERAL FUND 50,928.58  

  ROAD USE TAX FUND 9,801.32  

  EMPLOYEE BENEFIT FUND 198.87  

  CAP PROJ/GO BOND 2016A FUND 3,922.50  

  CAPITAL PROJECTS - LOST FUND 7,302.36  

  WATER FUND 9,225.82  

  WATER DEPOSITS FUND 182.19  

  SEWER FUND 9,180.88  

  CAPITAL SEWER PROJECTS FUND 1,415.00  

  CAP SEWER TREATMENT PLANT FUND 1,580.00  

 
TOTAL 93,737.52  

   

 

REVENUE - SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

 

GENERAL FUND 61,321.41  

 
LIBRARY RESERVE FUND 1,587.48  

 
FIRE TRUCK/EQUIP RESERVE FUND 0.92  

 
AMBULANCE RESERVE FUND 0.23  

 
ROAD USE TAX FUND 20,774.89  
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EMPLOYEE BENEFIT FUND 11,371.34  

 
EMERGENCY FUND 877.86  

 
LOST FUND 13,209.00  

 
TIF FUND 5,128.47  

 
DEBT SERVICE FUND 16,785.72  

 
CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE FUND 120.00  

 
WATER FUND 37,023.81  

 
WATER DEPOSITS FUND 200.00  

 
SEWER FUND 32,091.62  

 
SEWER SINKING FUND 1,876.67  

 
STORM WATER FUND 10,040.78  

 
TOTAL 212,410.20  

 

 

 
 

            ___________________________________ 

                   Erik Graham, Mayor 
 

 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 

   Kelly DeBerg, City Clerk 


